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O Mary, Conceived Without Sin,
Pray for Us Who Have Recourse to Thee!

Dear VMY Family:

On the night of July 18, our Blessed Mother entrusted St. Catherine Laboure with a beautiful and
important mission: to create our beloved Association. An association designed especially for you, for me,
for all the youth of the world, so that we could know her Son, love him much more and take his message
throughout the world. We are truly very fortunate because Mary thought of us and our association was
born in her heart. What a great gift our Mother Mary gives us!

Today is a day of feast and celebration for all the Vincentian Marian Youth, and of course, we are
celebrating 193 years of being Mary's wish. Year after year we grow in love and faith, walking hand in
hand with Mary and following her example of service, surrender and absolute trust in God. We know that
we still have much to learn from our Mother, so let us ask her to continue to guide us and to help us to
"get up and be on the way", so that we always go to meet those who need us, regardless of distance or
fatigue, but only the willingness to help and serve.

As children of Mary, we know very well how happy our Mother is when we pray to her and it is much
better when we do it together. Therefore, | invite you to make a great chain of prayer this July 18 that will
extend throughout the world. On this night, so special for all of us, let us pray a Hail Mary to our
good Mother and, at the end, let us say the words that she herself taught us: O Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee! This small gesture will bring her great joy, because
hundreds of young people all over the world will be united in prayer for her.

To tell the truth, words are not enough to thank our Mother Mary for the great gift that is the VMY family
and for all the graces that she has granted and continues to grant us. This period 2022/2023 has been full
of many blessings for the Association, but also of several challenges. With enthusiasm and joy, let us
continue walking together, always with Mary.

In the second semester of 2022, the International Secretariat officially added a new African country to the
list of countries: Sudan. With this wonderful addition, VMY is already present in 78 countries around
the world. If you want to know in which countries we are, we invite you to visit our web page. Let us
thank God because our family continues to grow!

At present, we have the great challenge of continuing to take VMY throughout the world. The expansion
and revitalization of the Association is a commitment that we all assumed in our last General Assembly,
SO we encourage you to strengthen your local groups, and as far as possible, to carry out missions to
create new VMY groups in your city, region or country. The mission that was entrusted to the young
Catherine Labouré is also our mission. We are the Children of Mary and it is in our hands that more
young people can know the Association and have an Encounter with God in the poorest.

Get up and be on your way!
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And speaking of mission...one of the moments that undoubtedly marked this year was the IX VMY Latin
American Missionary Encounter (EMLA - 2023), which was held from January 13 to 28 in San Pedro
Sula, Honduras, with the participation of youth and advisors from VMY Latin America and VMY Spain
(guest country). We hope (and recommend!) that young people from other countries can also participate
in the next EMLA and thus live this incredible mission experience that every VMY should have at least
once.

Our International Team was represented by Catarina Erika Morais (International Councilor of America)
and Lizeth Alvarado (Spanish-speaking volunteer at the International Secretariat) who besides
participating in this meeting, shared their testimony of mission and service.

All the participants received missionary formation during the first week and, during the second week,
they went on mission to the most remote villages of Honduras. Likewise, during the EMLA, the new lay
members of the Latin American Coordinating Team (ECL in Spanish) were also elected. As you know,
this is the continental team that works together with the International Council and Secretariat in the
animation and accompaniment of VMY in Latin America.

We ask God that this VMY Missionary Encounter may also take place in other continents and that more
members of the Vincentian Marian Youth may have a missionary experience in their country or abroad.
We encourage you to contact neighboring countries to plan some activity together and thus take the first
steps towards this great dream.

One of our blessings was the arrival of the new Portuguese-speaking volunteer, Lassana N'djai (VMY
Algeria), who joined the International Secretariat team in mid-October 2022 and who, from our
international headquarters in the Philippines, has been doing a great job encouraging the Portuguese-
speaking countries. We are very happy and we are grateful to God for having Lassana and all our
volunteers, we thank them for the wonderful service they perform.

Since we are talking about the International Secretariat, | would like to ask for your prayers for the
members of this team, as they are going through a time of changes. Last month, we had to say goodbye
to our dear Sr. Amadita Pinzon, DC, VMY International Delegate, who for health reasons returned to her
Province after four (4) years of service. Likewise, next semester, we will say goodbye to our dear Joseph
Nguyén Cong Thanh (VMY Vietnam), English-speaking volunteer, who ends his volunteering after four
(4) years as well.

Joseph and Sister Amadita carried out their service both in Madrid (Spain) and in Manila (Philippines) and
they were key pieces in the transfer of the Secretariat to its new headquarters. They will always be part of
the VMY family and they have all our gratitude for their service during these years. It has been an honor
to share this mission with them and we wish them all the best, they will always be present in our hearts
and prayers.

Soon, we will welcome the new VMY international delegate, whom we thank for accepting this service in
favor of the VMY of the world. We pray for her so that Mary may accompany her in every step and help
her to fulfill her new mission. Likewise, as soon as the next English-speaking volunteer has been chosen,
we will share the news with everyone.

Get up and be on your way!
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Another blessing for the International Team and reason for great joy is that, after two years, this month
will be held the first face-to-face meeting of the VMY International Council, which will be held from
July 25 to 28 in Lisbon, Portugal. All the members of the Council are very happy and excited, since we
had not had the opportunity to meet since we were elected at the V General Assembly in 2021. We hope
that all the VMY members of the world will accompany us with their prayers during these days of
meeting. We also want to express our gratitude to the Daughters of Charity of the Portuguese Province
who will welcome us in their Provincial House during these days.

After the meeting, the members of the Council will participate in the International Vincentian Youth
Encounter (EIJV in Portuguese) from July 29th to August 1st in Felgueiras, Portugal, where we will
meet all the VMY members present there. We are very excited to meet you and share these days together.
To all our members, we ask you to always wear the VMY neckerchief of your country so that we can
easily identify you. Likewise, although the program of the meeting will be quite tight, we would like to
find a moment to meet as VMY and give each other, at least, a hug. We suggest looking for each other
during the first day (Saturday, July 29) and meet after dinner (around 9 p.m.), once there, we will let you
know the exact place and time.

The self-financing of the Association remains a challenge, so we will be reflecting on this issue at the next
meeting of the International Council. We would like to count on your help, so we encourage you to send
us your suggestions - all ideas are welcome!

Throughout these months, many National Councils have contacted us to ask us how they could send us
their donation for VMY International. The ELJV presents us with an excellent opportunity to do so, since
Fr. Kiko (Director of the International Secretariat) will be present, to whom you will be able to personally
deliver your donation. We thank you for your generosity!

In the same way, if any National Council is interested in buying formation material of the International
Secretariat and/or VMY Medals (which we use for the Marian Consecration), they can place their orders
by sending an email to their corresponding volunteer. This is a good opportunity to collaborate with VMY
International and buy what they need without having to pay shipping costs.

Last but not least, we are very happy to share some great news: VMY is part of the Vincentian Family
Executive Board (VFEB)! Yes, we are the first youth branch to be invited to be part of the Board that
leads the Vincentian Family internationally.

We will serve on the Board for six years (2023-2028) and will be represented by Marie Claire Balo
(International Councilor for Asia and Oceania) and myself, Patricia Roppa (International President). We
are very honored to be part of this team and to contribute to making the voice of young people heard.

Soon, we will send you another circular letter to tell you, in summary, what was discussed during the
face-to-face meeting of the International Council and to share with everyone what are the goals set for
the next period 2023/2024 and thus row together in the same direction.

Get up and be on your way!
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We bid you farewell wishing you, once again, a happy anniversary. May this day we celebrate the joy of
being the Children of Mary and may we continue to walk hand in hand with her for many more years to

come.

God bless you!
To Jesus with Mary!

O Mary, Conceived Without Sin,
Pray for Us Who Have Recourse to Thee!

On behalf of the International Council,

Patricia Roppa

: Get up and be on your way!
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